A HISTORY OF POLAND

This much-needed respite from the practice of war
afforded the nation a grateful breathing-space in which
to learn the neglected arts of peace. As has been already
remarked, Casimir had received an education only usual
in those days among clerics, and his early acquaintance
with the monks was now renewed in his patronage of
their orders and his concessions to their cause. Ruined
cities were rebuilt, and the wrecked trade of the country
slowly restored, at his instigation ; and though at his
death in 1058 Casimir left a kingdom reduced in extent,
Poland was stronger for his reign, and more strictly a
unified nation even than in the time of Bolcslaw.
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